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SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT FORD ON DRUG ABUSE 

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT FORD WAS ISSUED BY THE 
WHITE HOUSE ON FEBRUARY 23, ON THE DAY OF THE SWEARING-IN 
OF MR. PETER BENSINGER, THE NEW ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DRUG 
ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION: 

1 . "DRUG ABUSE IS ONE OF THE MOST SERIOUS AND TRAGIC 
PROBLEMS IN THIS COUNTRY. ITS COST TO THE NATION IN TERMS 
OF RUINED LIVES, BROKEN HOMES AND DIVIDED COMMUNITIES IS 
STAGGERING. IN ADDITION TO THIS TOLL, IT IS A MAJOR CAUSE 
OF CRIME. 

2. "COMBATTING THIS PROBLEM IS A MAJOR PRIORITY OF MY 
ADMINISTRATION. 

3. "THE APPOINTMENT OF PETER BENSINGER AS HEAD OF THE DRUG 
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HAVE MADE AS PRESIDENT, BECAUSE OF THE CRITICAL MISSION OF 
THAT AGENCY. I BELIEVE WE HAVE FOUND IN MR. BENSINGER THE 
RIGHT COMBINATION OF PROVEN EXPERIENCE. COMPLETE INTEGRITY 
AND FULL COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC SERVICE. 

4. "THE DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION IS THE AGENCY 
PRINCIPALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR FEDERAL DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT. 
IT HAS THE OFTEN THANKLESS TASK OF SEEKING OUT AND APPRE- 
HENDING SOME OF THE CRUELEST CRIMINALS IN THE WORLD - 
THOSE WHO TRAFFIC IN HARD DRUGS. THIS IS A COMPLEX AND 
DIFFICULT TASK. HOWEVER, IF WE ARE TO WIN THE WAR ON 
DRUGS, THESE MERCHANTS OF TRAGEDY AND DEATH MUST BE 
STOPPED. 

5. "I HAVE RECOMMENDED THAT THE CONGRESS ENACT LEGISLA- 
TION WHICH WOULD IMPOSE MANDATORY PRISON SENTENCES ON 
THOSE CONVICTED OF TRAFFICKING IN HARD DRUGS. I HAVE ALSO 
MET WITH THE LEADERS OF MEXICO, TURKEY AND COLOMBIA, AND 
WITH MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, TO ASSURE THEM 
OF MY FULL COMMITMENT TO CURBING THE ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN 
DRUGS. I WANT TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO PLEDGE TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE AN ALL-OUT FEDERAL EFFORT TO COMBAT THE 
DRUG MENACE." KISSINGER 
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